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A Message For You 


DEAR FRIEND: 


The need of the Seuthern missions is MORE PRIESTS; yes, more zealous priests. 
St. Augustine’s is engaged in training men for the missionary priesthood. This 
year we have 50 students preparing themselves for this sublime goal, the greater 
number of whom are able to pay little or nothing towards board and tuition. This 
puts a burden on us. 


It has always been our policy to accept worthy young men who are eager to leave 
home to bring Christ’s Message to those who know it not. And, it is a well-known 
fact, that such vocations come mainly from the homes of those least blessed with 
worldly goods. This naturally accounts for the greater spirit of detachment, so 
essential to apostolic men. 


THIS IS OUR MESSAGE: “It is up to others having the means to see that 
these young men are given the material support necessary.” The work is for all to 
share, and we depend on our good friends and benefactors to do their part; that is, 
joyfully to help provide to the extent of their ability. More is expected from some 
than from others, and we all know that gratitude for the faith we possess should 
prompt and urge us to bring this greatest of all blessings to others. We are but 
custodians of the things entrusted to us, be they gifts of mind, of body, or of wealth, 
and an account must be given therefore. But God has also promised as well as 
threatened to punish, for He says: “What ye have done to the least of My brethren, 
you have done to Me.” 


We submit for your kind consideration a few figures and trust that each person 
reading this message will help to the extent possible. 


A Perpetual Scholarship. $5,000.00 
Complete Scholarship for one candidate... 2,500.00 
Four-year Scholarship for one candidate... 1,000.00 
One-year Scholarship: ==. . 250.00 
Expenses for four candidates a month... -. 100.00 
Expenses for one candidate a month. nee 25.00 
Expenses for one candidate a week. 5.00 
Expenses for one candidate for half a week... : 2.50 
An alms which most readers can afford... 1.00 


Reverend and dear Father: 


IT errclose the Summ Of $eiinnnnccncceecccsecceccececeseetesseeseeeee for the education of well 
deserving and poor missionary candidates. 
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- Published four times a year, January, March, May, November, by St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., for the education of a native clergy. 
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of Bay St. Louis, Miss., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


i 
Subscription 25 centsa year NOVEMBER 1939 Vol. XVII No. 1 


Cardinal Newman's Prayer for the 
Poor Souls 


Jesu! by that shuddering dread which fell on Thee, 
Jesu! by that cold dismay which sickened Thee; 
Jesu! by that pang of heart which thrilled Thee; 
Jesu! by that mount of sins which crippled Thee; 
Jesu! by that sense of guilt which stifled Thee; 
Jesu! by that innocence which girdled Thee; 

Jesu! by that sanctity which reigned in Thee; 

: = Jesu! by that Godhead which was one with Thee; 
Jesu! spare those souls which are so dear to Thee; 
Who in prison, calm and patient, await for Thee; 
Hasten, Lord, their hour, and bid them come to Thee, 
To that glorious home, where they shall ever gaze on Thee. 
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Friends of the Holy Souls 


By George Wilson, S.V.D. 


OOR suffer- 

ing Job had 
friends. What 
friends _ they 
were! When he 
needed them 
most, they failed 
him. Sadly he 
said of them: 
“My friends are 
full of words.” 
The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory have 
had many, many 
friends. What 
kind of friends 
were they? Could 
they say of them 
what Job said of 
his friends? Let 
us see what his- 
tory has about 
some of these 
friends. 


You may have 
heard of Grego- 
rian Masses, but 
you may not have 
heard of their 
origin. There 
lived in the monastery of which 
St. Gregory the Great was superi- 
or, a monk named Justus. It hap- 
pened that Justus somehow became 
the possessor of three pieces of gold 
money. Since it was forbidden for 
a monk to have money, he kept the 
matter a secret. The time came 
for Justus to die. While on his 
deathbed, he confessed about his 
possessing money. Monastic rules 
were very strict. St. Gregory, ac- 
cordingly was obliged to forbid the 
community to wait and pray by the 
bedside of the dying confrere. Jus- 
tice died. He was buried under a 
dunghill. His three pieces of gold 
were thrown into his grave. Thus 
far St. Gregory complied with the 


rule. Justus’ con- 
duct and punish- 
ment had touched 
his heart. What 
could he do for 
Justus’ soul? The 
saint ordered that 
the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass be 
offered up con- 
tinuously for him 
for thirty days. 
God was pleased 
with this act of 
mercy. The saint 
himself relates 
that after the 
Holy Sacrifice of 
the thirtieth day 
Justus appeared 
radiant with joy 
to his brother Co- 
piosus. “I have 
been in tor- 
ments,” he said, 
“but now I have 
been freed.”’ 


By this kind 
act, St. Gregory 
was instrumental 

in helping a poor soul in Purgatory. 
Moreover, others, following his 
good example have offered thirty 
Holy Masses for thirty consecutive 
days for some departed soul lan- 
guishing in the flames of Purga- 
tory. This is the origin of the 
Gregorian Masses. To Justus and 
all souls, St. Gregory was a friend 
indeed. 

Love, it is said, is inventive. Love 
for the Holy Souls, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, the source of super- 
natural love, has been truly inven- 
tive in the Church. Toward the 
close of the eleventh century, St. 
Odilo, the abbot of Cluny, full of 
love for the Poor Souls gave orders 
that on November 2, in all the 


monasteries under his direction, a 
general commemoration of all the 
faithful departed be made. It was 
not long before the whole Western 
Church adopted this good idea. St. 
Odilo proved his friendship for the 
Poor Souls in deed. 

Another saint who proved her 
love for the Holy Souls by deeds 
was St. Catherine of Ricci. It would 
seem to have been a common agree- 
ment among her fellow citizens that 
she is particular should pray for 
their departed loved ones. When 
there was a death in the city, the 
friends of the deceased made their 
way to the convent where Sister 
Catherine lived. 

St. Catherine was more interest- 
ed in the spiritual welfare of a cer- 
tain man than he himself was. He 
died. She became anxious as to the 
state of his soul. It pleased God 
to reveal to her that he was in 
Purgatory. “Lord, let me suffer 
in his stead!’”’ was her prayer. She 
soon became ill. For forty days 
her frail body already weakened by 
her penances was covered with 
blisters. To her fellow sisters her 
flesh seemed roasted. Her tongue 
was like red hot iron. Catherine 
was nevertheless happy; for she 
had rescued a soul from Purgatory. 
To those pitying her she joyfully 
replied: “I long to suffer all imag- 
inable pains that souls may quickly 
see and praise their Redeemer.” 

St. Catherine’s love for the Holy 
Souls was probably due in some 
measure to the purgatorial socie- 
ties. The first of these was found- 
ed by a certain Johannes Goldemer 
of Nuremberg in 1448. It had been 
established almost seventy - five 
years when St. Catherine was born. 

God would have Marie Eugénie 
Smet at an early age turn her 
thoughts to the Poor Souls. One 
day she and her companion were 
having an exciting game of chasing 
butterflies. In the midst of her 
Sport she heard the cry of some- 
one in pain. She looked about, but 
could not see from where it was 


coming. It reminded her of the 
Poor Souls. She said to her play- 
mate: “If we saw one of our friends 
in a prison of fire, and we could 
get her out, we would do _ it, 
wouldn’t we?” “Certainly,” replied 
her playmate. “The souls in Pur- 
gatory,” continued Eugénie, “are 
always suffering and we don’t do 
anything for them. God’s Provi- 
dence showers blessings on us; but 
it can’t deliver them. He needs us! 
Would you like to be the Providence 
of God for the Holy Souls?” 

Eugénie had found her vocation. 
She would be a friend of the Holy 
Souls. At the age of thirty-one 
she tried to found an Institute ded- 
icated to the relief and deliverance 
of the Poor Souls. In January, 
1856, in the big city of Paris, with- 
out money, without any other help 
Eugénie with a few companions be- 
gan her life’s work. The holy Curé 
d’Ars, Jean-Marie Vianney, was 
asked for his advice as to this new 
project. “God himself has inspired 
this noble devotion,” was his an- 
swer. “This Institute is a thought 
of love from the Heart of Jesus.” 
Thus Eugénie, now Mother Mary 
of Providence, founded the Society 
of Helpers of the Holy Souls. 

At their religious profession they 
add another vow to the three vows 
of Religion. It is known as the 
Heroic Act. By this vow each 
Helper gives into the hands of our 
Blessed Lady, all the expiatory 
merit of her prayers and good 
works performed during life, also 
all which shall be offered for her 
after death. “Pray, suffer and 
work for the Souls in Purgatory” 
is the motto of the Society. 

Many generous souls have re- 
sponded to Mother Mary of Provi- 
dence’s query: “Don’t you want to 
be the Providence of God for the 
Holy Souls?” Some are in religion 
while others are living good Chris- 
tian lives in the world. They are 
friends of the Holy Souls. They 
are many. God grant that their 
ranks increase! 


Samaritans in America 


By Maxine A. Williams, S.V.D. 


AMARITANS in America? 

Where are they? No one 
hears of them. Then surely, they 
must be a hidden people—to in- 
habit our land, and yet escape our 
keen American observation. The 
fact is, nevertheless, they are here, 
sharing America with Americans— 
as far as that is allowed them. 
Daily we meet them on our busy 
streets. They march along with 
us On our way to our houses of 
business. With us they purchase 
there, the needs of life not in great 
abundance, nor of the best they 
see, for they must needs be parsi- 
monious, possessing as they do, a 
lesser share of this world’s goods 
than we. Each morning of the 
week sees them mingling with fel- 
low -man, fellow-Americans, on 
their way to work. And they work, 
too, if only they can find a job. 


For most of them, a job means 


work—hard work. In general we 
will look in vain for them in our 
country’s office-buildings, and such 
places of “white collar” work. For 
they are mostly to be found en- 
gaged in the humbler occupations, 
and the dull, monotonous toil of un- 
skilled and common work. They 
are the farm hands and _ share- 
croppers, the ditch and grave-dig- 
gers, the carpenters and fishermen, 
the mortar-mixers and carriers, the 
errand-boys and cooks. Yet withal 
they are a pleasant lot. They thank 
the Lord for the scanty rewards 
of their labors, and sing as they 
go thus along through life. 
They are a gregarious folk; by 
nature, yes, but by necessity more 
so. For they are a social people, 
loving and enjoying the association 
of their fellow-men. At work and 
at play, as also in most phases of 
common life, they will be found 
grouped together. They form a 


considerable portion of the popula- 
tion of most of our larger cities. 
There you will find them living to- 
gether in the sections apportioned 
to them, often living the common 
life, in the common way, but more 
often, not quite equal to the “com- 
mon way.” Hard custom has made 
it so, and tends to keep it thus. 
Sometimes we meet in our schools, 
and our halls of worship. But more 
often than not they attend their 
own, or what is worse, none at all. 
They learn the lessons that we 
learn, and serve the God whom we 
likewise serve. They are the chil- 
dren of that God, as we; and as 
true children of that common Fa- 
ther, are endowed by Him with 
the ordinary faculties due to hu- 
man body and human soul. To- 
wards God, therefore, their duties 
are the same as ours—to know 
Him, and love Him, and serve Him 
in this life, in order to be happy 
forever with Him in the next. Es- 
sentially, therefore, and fundamen- 
tally, so much like us, so near to 
us; accidentally, however, and ex- 
teriorly, so different, so far re- 
moved, so united. It shouldn’t be 
—for we are brethren! And how 
did it come about? Why is it so? 
Hard custom has it thus, and tends 
to keep it so. 


More, surely, could be said of 
these people, with whom we hourly 
spend the day, much more. But 
let’s cut it short. Let’s get ac- 
quainted with them. They are a 
people of open heart, and ready 
hand—open for an intelligent and 
sympathetic understanding; ready 
for a sincere cordial hand-shake, 
ready to walk, not alone as now, 
but with us, hand in hand through 
life to LIFE. We cannot, we may 
not hold back —at least not we 
Christians. For if we but attempt 
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$OS$ is the signal of dis- 
tress. When in danger on 
the ocean, ships send out 
this wireless message, and 
friendly vessels answer the 
call. From St. Augustine’s 
the message of distress is 
sent to you. It reads:— 
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Save Our Situation 


Won't You Heed 
The Call? 
Won't You Help Us? 
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it so, and tends to keep it thus. 
Sometimes we meet in our schools, 
and our halls of worship. But more 
often than not they attend their 
own, or what is worse, none at all. 
They learn the lessons that we 
learn, and serve the God whom we 
likewise serve. They are the chil- 
dren of that God, as we; and as 
true children of that common Fa- 
ther, are endowed by Him with 
the ordinary faculties due to hu- 
man body and human soul. To- 
wards God, therefore, their duties 
are the same as ours—to know 
Him, and love Him, and serve Him 
in this life, in order to be happy 
forever with Him in the next. Es- 
sentially, therefore, and fundamen- 
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$OS§ is the signal of dis- 
tress. When in danger on 
the ocean, ships send out 
this wireless message, and 
friendly vessels answer the 
call. From St. Augustine’s 
the message of distress is 
sent to you. It reads:— 


Send Out Support | 
Save Qur Situation 


Won't You Heed 
The Call ? 
Won't You Help Us? 
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Read This! 


Do you know what is being done right here in the South? Faced by 


tremendous odds, the Society of the Divine Word is educating and training 
Negro boys and young men for the priesthood and religious life. The 
community has increased considerably and God has blessed the institution 
wonderfully. BUT, a crying NEED threatens to hinder us in our onward 


march. 


We must have a substantial dining-room and kitchen. The 


present one, a frame building, after fifteen years of service, is in bad 


shape. To build is imperative! The building has been started in spite 


of not having the complete amount to pay for it. Not having the where- 


withal to pay for the complete building, we turn to YOU, dear reader, 


and ask for help. Help us to fill the ranks of a Negro clergy with sturdy 


bodies. 


Help us to carry on the noble work. Remember, your charity 


will be productive of much fruit for God and the salvation of souls. Surely, 


you can do something for the great work. No donation is too small. 


Give To God: g He Will Repay! 
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St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Dear Father: 


In response to your appeal for the new building, | enclose the sum 


oF Ss. 


-.to be applied to your Building Fund. 


to do so, we again hear those words 
of our divine Master: “Do this, and 
thou shalt live’—‘‘Go, and do thou 
in like manner.” This was the an- 
swer our Lord Jesus Christ gave to 
that Jewish lawyer, who sought to 
learn from Him: ‘Master, what 
shall I do to possess eternal life?” 
You remember the answer of the 
lawyer to Jesus’ question: “What 
says the Law?” “The Law says,” 
he responded proudly, ‘thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and all thy strength, and all 
thy mind: AND THY NEIGHBOR 
AS THYSELF.” Do just that was 
the Saviour’s reply, and you shall 
surely find eternal life. But the 
lawyer felt the lack of a certain 
something; something, he felt was 
left unsaid, unexplained. He had 
loved his neighbor as the Rabbi 
said he should. But this new 
Teacher in Israel had a new and 
different view on this matter of 
loving one’s neighbor. He had 
even heard that He taught love of 
one’s enemies. He must, therefore, 
hear this new doctrine. And so, 
again, he asks of Jesus: “and who 
is my neighbor?” This time the 
reply of Jesus 
came in the 
form of a para- 


ble that won- | Who Does God‘s Work 


derful parable of 
the Good Samar- 
itan, He told of 
an unfortunate 
Jew, who lay by 
the roadside, 


beaten and 


nearly dead. And 
how Jewish 
countrymen 
passed him by, 
ignored, un- 
helped. Finally 
a stranger 
came along, and 


Who does God’s work will get God’s pay, 
However long may seem the day, 
However weary be the way. 

Though powers may thunder “Nay,” 
No human hand God’s hand may stay, 
wounded until | Who does God’s work will get His pay. 
God hurries not, nor makes delay, ver 
Who works for His will get His pay, F 
Some certain hour, some certain day. 


In gold or land or raiment gay, 

In goods that perish and decay; 

But God’s high wisdom knows a way, 
And this is sure, let come what may, 
Who does God’s work will get God’s pay. 


he was a Samaritan. He also saw 
him, and was moved with pity. 
Here was a fellowman in need. The 
wounded man, he found out, was a 
Jew. ... Do you recall the rela- 
tion existing between these two 
peoples? What that Samaritan 
woman answered when Jesus asked 
for a drink of water? “How is it, 
that You being a Jew, ask of me 
a drink, who am a Samaritan? For 
the Jews do not communicate with 
Samaritans.” Or when Jesus’ ene- 
mies wishing to say the worst 
thing possible of Him, said: “Do 
we not speak truly that You are a 
Samaritan, —and have a devil?” 
... But this particular Samaritan 
was a saint—he must have been. 


He left not a stone unturned to set 
this poor Jew back on the road to 
health and happiness. Now this 
was surely love, love personified. 
The lawyer stood, and heard the 
Master even to the finish. And 
then Jesus had a question to put 
to him: “Who do you think was 
neighbor to the wounded Jew?” He 
was a truthful man, and spoke the 
truth, though it pained him so. “‘He 
was his neighbor, who showed mer- 
cy to him.” Then calmly, yet de- 
cidedly the Mas- 
ter answered: 
To gain eternal 
life, “go thou 


Will Get God’s Pay} 270 2 mike 


manner.” Thus 
it happened that 
the God-Man 
drove home a 
difficult lesson. 
The quick-wit- 
ted Jewish law- 
understood 
it perfectly. The 


He does not pay as others pay, new Master 
taught that not 


only the “up- 
right Jew” was 
to be loved as a 
neighbor (which 
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to do so, we again hear those words 
of our divine Master: “Do this, and 
thou shalt live’—‘‘Go, and do thou 
in like manner.” This was the an- 
swer our Lord Jesus Christ gave to 
that Jewish lawyer, who sought to 
learn from Him: ‘Master, what 
shall I do to possess eternal life?” 
You remember the answer of the 
lawyer to Jesus’ question: “What 
says the Law?” “The Law says,” 
he responded proudly, “thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and all thy strength, and all 
thy mind: AND THY NEIGHBOR 
AS THYSELF.” Do just that was 
the Saviour’s reply, and you shall 
surely find eternal life. But the 
lawyer felt the lack of a certain 
something; something, he felt was 
left unsaid, unexplained. He had 
loved his neighbor as the Rabbi 
said he should. But this new 


Teacher in Israel had a new and 
different view on this matter of 
loving one’s neighbor. He had 
even heard that He taught love of 
one’s enemies. He must, therefore, 
hear this new doctrine. And so, 
again, he asks of Jesus: “and who 
is my neighbor?” This time the 
reply of Jesus 
came in the 
form of a para- 
ble — that won- 
derful parable of 
the Good Samar- 
itan, He told of 
an unfortunate 
Jew, who lay by 
the roadside, 


beaten and 
wounded until 
nearly dead. And 
how Jewish 
countrymen 
passed him by, 
ignored, un- 
helped. Finally 
a stranger 
came along, and 


Who Does God’s Work 
Will Get God’s Pay 


Who does God’s work will get God’s pay, 
However long may seem the day, 
However weary be the way. 

Though powers may thunder “Nay,” 
No human hand God’s hand may stay, 
Who does God’s work will get His pay. 
God hurries not, nor makes delay, 
Who works for His will get His pay, 
Some certain hour, some certain day. 
He does not pay as others pay, 

In gold or land or raiment gay, 

In goods that perish and decay; 

But God’s high wisdom knows a way, 
And this is sure, let come what may, 
Who does God’s work will get God’s pay. 
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he was a Samaritan. He also saw 
him, and was moved with pity. 
Here was a fellowman in need. The 
wounded man, he found out, was a 
Jew. ... Do you recall the rela- 
tion existing between these two 
peoples? What that Samaritan 
woman answered when Jesus asked 
for a drink of water? “How is it, 
that You being a Jew, ask of me 
a drink, who am a Samaritan? For 
the Jews do not communicate with 
Samaritans.” Or when Jesus’ ene- 
mies wishing to say the worst 
thing possible of Him, said: “Do 
we not speak truly that You are a 
Samaritan, —and have a devil?” 
... But this particular Samaritan 
was-a saint—he must have been. 
He left not a stone unturned to set 
this poor Jew back on the road to 
health and happiness. Now this 
was surely love, love personified. 
The lawyer stood, and heard the 
Master even to the finish. And 
then Jesus had a question to put 
to him: “Who do you think was 
neighbor to the wounded Jew?” He 
was a truthful man, and spoke the 
truth, though it pained him so. “‘He 
was his neighbor, who showed mer- 
cy to him.” Then calmly, yet de- 
cidedly the Mas- 
ter answered: 
To gain eternal 
life, “go thou 
and do in like 
manner.” Thus 
it happened that 
the God-Man 
drove home a 
difficult lesson. 
The quick-wit- 
ted Jewish law- 
yer understood 
it perfectly. The 
new Master 
taught that not 
only the “‘up- 
right Jew” was 
to be loved as a 
neighbor (which 


was the Rabbinic interpretation) 
but even Samaritans; and this 
meant very clearly that simply 
everybody, every man, was every 
other man’s neighbor. And so 
much depended upon jt — “what 
must I do to gain eternal life?” 
“Love thy neighbor ag thyself.” 


It may seem that the parable is 
now antiquated—not allowing to- 
day of direct or useful application. 
For in truth the Samaritans are 
just about an extinct people—hard- 
ly one hundred of them remain. 
And yet, in a sense, they still exist; 
and are among us. They are 
among us, in America, as inheri- 
tors of a stigma, of time long past. 
Almost since America was America 
they’ve lived among us. In the 
days when the going was hard, 
very hard, they came to our shores. 
And we welcomed them, for we 
needed them. We sought for them, 
and invited them. Indeed, as one 
of their number, a leader (B.T.W.) 
puts it: “we were the only folks to 
come to this land by special invi- 
tation.” Once here, we were not 
slow to see their worth, the use- 
fulness of our new neighbors. They 
helped us till our soil, and build our 
homes, and rear our little ones. 
Yes, coming over to us they found 


our infant kingdom, young Ameri- 
ca, striving hard to win the struggle 
for existence against many odds. 
And they, ilke the Good Samaritan 
of old, left not a stone unturned to 
help this still weak and youthful 
Union to its feet. Into its “plough- 
wounded” soil they poured the oil 
of human sweat, and the strong 
wine of toughened sinews. And 
thence the young, virginal Ameri- 
can earth yielded its full fields of 
golden grain. Thus the contribu- 
tion of these lowly folk, this cap- 
tive people, in such time of need, 
was no small aid to our growing 
State. 

Would it, therefore, be exager- 
ation, to affirm that these fellow- 
men, these dark-skinned brothers, 
have well earned the title of a true 
neighbor? Without a doubt, it 
would not be. Hear, then, O sons 
and daughters of America, disci- 
ples and followers of the divine 
Master, these weighty, pregnant 
words of Christ: “Amen I say to 
you, as long as you did it to one of 
these My least brethren, you did 
it to Me.” Are not these beautiful 
and consoling words—words that 
make light, event sweet and joyful 
the burden of the Lord’s command: 
“Do this and you shall live—love 
thy neighbor as thyself?” 


Why More Mission Push ? 


BECAUSE: It was the last will of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ: “Going, 
therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”’ 


The Church has ever done so through the ages. You are a 
member oF this Church. 


It is the most earnest wish and desire of our Holy Father, 
Christ’s Vicar on earth. 


BECAUSE: 
BECAUSE: 


BECAUSE: Your ancestors were once heathen, and thy were converted 


by others who “pushed” the missions. 


You are a Cathoilc and surely appreciate this great grace 
enough to help in the conversion of those who are yet sitting 
in the night of heathenism. 


THINK THIS OVER! 


BECAUSE: 


MORE MISSION PUSH! 


: 
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We are the Siudents of 


S12. Augustine Seminary 


ALLED to the wonderful missionary and priestly vocation, we are willing and 
anxious to complete our training as missionaries. Many of us are able to do 
little in the way of payment for board and tuition. 


To us, as to millions of others, the outside world looks inviting, happy, alluring. 
But the Master has invited us. We sacrifice home, family, loved ones and worldly amuse- 
ments, but we know that our reward shall be the peace, happiness and joy which all the 
world cannot give. 


Our youthful eyes look over the Negro horizon; we know that 12 million are starving 
for the truth of our holy religion and the knowledge of Christ; we know that men, if they 
are to be saved from their own passions, folly and greed, must be brought back to God. 
An immense struggle lies ahead. 


Now is the time for the Church to prepare for that battle; now is the time to 
strengthen not only the ramparts but also the army of future priests and religious who 
are to bear the brunt of the Church’s burden in the coming generation. 


We have pledged ourselves as recruits for this army. Undaunted by the prospects 
of a dozen long years of study ahead of us, we are learning, by work, study, prayer and 
healthful play, to prepare ourselves for the future. 


We thank God each day for having given us the greatest grace that can be given 
to man, a vocation. We thank God for having given us this opportunity at St. Augustine's 
Seminary, and we pray each day for the grace to persevere faithfully in this holy call. 


And in our prayers we can never forget those loyal souls, the friends of St. Augustine’s, 
whose support has kept the doors open till now in spite of times that would crush any 
such great enterprise were it not for the hand of an Almighty Providence. 


Some of our readers, especially parents who are not so highly blessed as to have 
one of their sons preparing for this noble calling, may be able to help defray the expenses 
of our education. 


Bishops Condemn Racism 


STATEMENT issued during 

the annual spring meeting 
of the Bishops of the Administra- 
tive Board of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference, held in 
Washington, D. C., last April, con- 
demned all forms of racism, echo- 
ing the forthright condémnations 
of the late Holy Pontiff, Pope Pius 
XI, and the reigning Pontiff, Pope 
Pius XII. “.... our people will 
be on their guard against all forms 
of racial bigotry,” said the Bishops 
who called for opposition to all 
such “dangerous abberations with 
all the might of Christian charity.” 


Being merely a re-statement of 
Catholic teaching, the assertion of 
the Bishops applies to all races in 
every country of the world. It ap- 
plies even to the Negro in the Unit- 
ed States. Many are wrought up 
to a white heat about anti-Semitism 
but are not even a black ember 
over-Negroism. If we cannot be 
logical, at least let us not be ludi- 
crous. 


Many statements condemning 
racism are so worded as to seem 
to apply solely to anti-Semitism, 
ignoring anti-Negroism altogether. 
Even back in the days of St. James 
the Apostle there was need to re- 
mind the Christians not to have 
greater regard for the “man hav- 
ing a golden ring, in fine apparel 
than for the poor man in mean 
attire.” (11.2). The Apostle re- 
minds his Christians, ‘Do not the 
rich oppress you by night? and do 
not they draw you before the judg- 
ment seats? Do not they blas- 
pheme the good Name that is in- 
voked upon you?” (11.6, 7) Catho- 
lic condemnation of racism applies 
universally, regardless of any cas- 
uistry in the matter. It is incon- 
sistent to take part in anti-Negro- 
ism as in anti-Semitism. 


Colored Harvest. 


OD’S ways are not our 
ways, and whatever 
arrangements He makes in 
our behalf, we must humbly 
accept. This truth was 
again realized by us when 
a telegram announced the 
sudden death of Father 
George Chachere, S.V.D., 
who died on August 15 at 
his home, while on vacation, 
in Opelousas, Pi 
Father Chachere came to 
St. Augustine’s in 1925. He 
made his entire course of 
studies for the priesthood 
with the Society of the Di- 
vine Word. He spent eleven 
years at St. Augustine’s, 
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priesthood in Rome, Janu- 
ary 22, 19389. He returned 
to the States the latter part 
of July, and sang his First 
Solemn High Mass, Sunday, 
August 6, in Holy Ghost 
Church, Opelousas. 


Father Chachere was one 
of a class of five colored 
priests ordained this year, 
two of whom are working 
as missionaries in the Gold 
Coast, Africa. The other 
two have been assigned to 
mission work in the Lafay- 
ette diocese. 


e Rev. G\Chachere, 
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To the bereaved family, 

Holy |relatives, and friends we extend our 
, and |heartfelt condolence, together with the 
rego- assurance of our prayers for the de- 
to the |ceased. R.I.P. 
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Two African Native Bishops 


Qn in June there arrived 
from the Vatican City, an 
item of greatest joy to Catholics 
who are sincerely interested in the 
supreme cause of Jesus Christ on 
earth—His Church. This joy is 
not diminished, but intensified in 
the hearts of Christians who love 
the Negro and desire their spiritual 
and temporal advancement. The 
word received was the appointment 
of two African Negro Bishops. Up 
to the present there has been only 
one native bishop in Africa. One 
of the new appointees has been 
named Vicar Apostolic on the Is- 
land of Madagascar. His name is 
Ignace Ramarosandratana. He is 
forty-six years old and has always 
been a Catholic; he studied at the 
Jesuit Seminary on the island and 
was ordained in 1925. His vacari- 
ate numbers 30,000 Catholics out 
of a total population estimated at 
120,000. Working there are three 
Italian missionaries and 13 native 
priests. The other bishop-elect is 
Joseph Kiwanuka. He has been 
appointed Vicar Apostolic of Masa- 
ka in Uganda. He also has always 
been a Catholic; he studied in the 
local seminary and then in Rome, 
where he took the degree, Doctor 
of Canon Law. He was ordained 
in 1929 and joined the White Fa- 
thers three years later. He will 
have jurisdiction over 100,000 
Catholics out of a total population 
of 180,000. The Church has made 
vigorous progress in this territory. 
There are 50 native priests besides 
many native sisters and brothers, 
in addition to some white mission- 
aries. 

In these appointments Pope Pius 
is following in the footsteps of his 
predecessor, who named 18 Chi- 
nese Bishops, 8 East Indians, 3 An- 
namites, 2 Japanese, 1 Ethopian 
and 1 Senegalese. 

The Church is never firmly es- 
tablished in a country until it is 
supplied by its own native priests 
and bishops. God bless Pius XII! 


—- 


UPPOSE you were given the 

opportunity of rescuing a 
millionaire’s only son. Would you 
do it? Why? 

Isn’t God even more wealthy 
than a millionaire? And aren’t 
there many of His children, His 
colored children, who are in great 
danger of being won over by the 
Communists and other atheistic 
societies ? 

Wouldn’t you like to rescue at 
least ONE? How? By assisting 
at Holy Mass, receiving Holy Com- 
munion, saying prayers and doing 
little acts of sacrifice that more 
and more colored people may come 
to know and love the good God 
who made them. 

And won’t it be a grand surprise 
when you come to the judgment 
seat of God, to see the souls whom 
you have helped to save, come to 
meet you and perform all the ser- 
vices of a true friend? 

Did you say, “What kind of sac- 
rifices should I practise?” Try 


You Could Do IA 


Sister Rose Geneva, O.S.F. 


these: At meals take just a tiny 
bit more of something you don’t 
like or just a wee bit less of some- 
thing you do like. If you have five 
pieces of candy eat four and give 
the one to someone else. Rise 
promptly in the morning. Say a 
kind word when you would rather 
criticize. Smile when you feel like 
frowning. Stand or kneel correct- 
ly in church especially when you 
don’t feel like it. While walking 
down the street or through the 
house you might whisper, “Sacred 
Heart of Jesus help the Negroes.” 


You’ll stop for a moment right 
now and say a Hail Mary for the 
priests who are working with the 
Negroes, won’t you? 


And if you want to do still more, 
and don’t know just what, drop a 
card to the editor of the ST. AU- 
GUSTINE MESSENGER, and he 
will be delighted to suggest some- 
thing for you to do that will re- 
joice the loving heart of Christ. 


What A ity 


HE modern missionary move- 
ment within the Church is a 
splendidly active vital thing, nobly 
conceived, masterfully carried out; 
moving slowly, perhaps, at times, 
but always moving toward that 
precious goal, the bringing of the 
pagan world, which is half the 
known world, to Christ. It is a 
movement that has accomplished 
prodigies within the last half-cen- 
tury, considering how pitifully un- 
der-manned its forces have been. 
There should be twenty-five or 
thirty times as many missionary 
priests in the field as there are to- 
day, and a like increase of Sisters 
and catechists. There is work 
aplenty for them all to do. There 
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are millions of well-disposed pa- 
gans—whole towns and tribes of 
them in many cases — who have 
asked for instruction in the Chris- 
tian faith; yet these ready people 
will be, hosts of them, compelled 
to die as pagans because there is 
nobody to instruct and receive 
them into the Church. What a 
pity! Millions of priceless souls 
reaching out for the Great Par- 
don of baptism and a share in the 
most precious of all gifts to man 
—the Redemption—yet doomed to 
die unredeemed, unshriven, and de- 
nied the bliss of heaven. And all 
because, though “the harvest is 
great,” “the laborers are” all too 
“few,’’ 
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Our Seminarians and Biciliess 
YOUNG MEN 


@ The Missionary brother of the Divine Word is a religious in the 
strict sense of the word. Like every other religious, he takes the three 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience out of love for Jesus Christ. He 
becomes a religious for the same motive as the priest or teaching brother, 
that is, to save his soul, to love God more, and to help the members of 
his community in their great work of saving souls. He has all oppor- 
tunities for holiness that they have. He lives in a house with the Blessed 
Sacrament. He has time of meditation and prayer. He has the spiritual 
directions of holy priests and the companionship of holy brothers. 


@ Our brothers serve the great cause of God’s missions at home 
and in the missions as: officemen, carpenters, electricians, janitors, 


gardeners, farmers, bookbinders, tailors, shoemakers, masons, painters, 
etc, 


If you are interested write for further information to: 
THE REVEREND MASTER OF NOVICES 


St. Augustine’s Seminary Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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Do You Know that - - - 


Thru the efforts of the Rev. 
Michael Mulvoy of St. Mark’s 
Church, New York City, and a 
member of the Harlem Coordinat- 
ing Committee for Employment, 
four Negroes have been placed in 
jobs as telephone operators at the 
125th Street office of the Consoli- 
dated Edison Company. The girls 
were given special training at the 
126th Street and Lenox Avenue 
office of the New York Telephone 
Company before going to work for 
the Edison Company. 

5) . . 

Today there are about 150 Ne- 
gro weeklies which are general pur- 
veyors of the news. These are 
scattered in cities in every section 
of the country and represent an in- 
vestment of about $4,000,000. 

5) +) @ 

A million and a half of farm 
serfs, two and one-half million do- 
mestic servants, and an equal num- 
ber of under-paid over-worked 
skilled and semi-skilled laborers 
need a more articulate press to 
plead their cause. 


2) <4) 
Nearly 6,000 Negro school teach- 
ers, grossly discriminated against, 
ery aloud for justice. 


SS) 4) @ 

Three million under-privileged 
Negro children of school age are 
being denied a fair chance to ac- 
quire an Sauce tee 


5) 

One-third of the Negro race still 
lives in slums, denied the God-given 
right to fresh air, sunlight, food 
and life, because for them the ideal 
of democracy has never been ob- 
tained. 


Se) 3 Se) 

A Chinese priest, the Rev. John 
Baptist Kao, O.F.M., was deacon at 
a solemn Mass celebrated by a col- 
ored priest, the Rev. John Bowman, 
S.V.D., at St. Ignatius’ Church, 
Philadelphia. 
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Lucien V. Alexis, Jr., 18 years 
old, freshman at Harvard Univer- 
sity, has entered, this fall, Adam’s 
House, one of the university’s most 
exclusive dormitories. This is the 
first time a Negro has been domi- 
ciled there. His father was grad- 
uated from Harvard cum laude in 
1913 and is now superintendent of 
Negro a go tga Orleans. 

@ 


In 1910 there were 90,000 Ne- 
groes in New York City. Today 
there are over 440,000—of whom 
about 100,000 have arrived in the 
last 9 YORES. 


2) 1) 

The overwhelming bulk of the 
Negro, at least 300,000 and possi- 
bly more, have packed themselves 
into the 3 square miles at the top 
of Manhattan eaows as Harlem. 

3 

More than 90 per cent of Harlem 
buildings, shops, and businesses 
are owned ane +8 by whites. 

2) 


The population of Harlem is 230 
per acre, aS against 104 per acre 
for the multifamily areas of New 


York as a whole. 
@ 


i) @ 

In a single Harlem block, bound- 
ed by 142 and 153 Streets, and by 
Lenox and Seventh Avenues, live 
4,700 Negroes, 80 per cent of them 
on relief. 

3 ® 4) 

There are 200 Negro policemen, 
half of them stationed in Harlem. 
But 4 out of 5 policemen in Harlem 


are white. 
5) i) 


Another anti-Negro precedent 
was broken with the announcement 
by the Post Office that. Booker T. 
Washington, educator and founder 
of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, 
would be included in a new issue 
of postage stamps honoring fa- 
mous Americans. The series is 
expected to be released late this 
year or early in 1940. 


° Co-Workers of 


St. Augustine Seminary 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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@ Are you doing your 
part to make the 
Donation Campaign 
@ Success? 


® All depends upon you. 
A little effort and 
sacrifice now will 
_bringitsown reward. 
Every aid is greatly 


® 
appreciated. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Do You Know that - - - 


Thru the efforts of the Rev. 
Michael Mulvoy of St. Mark’s 
Church, New York City, and a 
member of the Harlem Coordinat- 
ing Committee for Employment, 
four Negroes have been placed in 
jobs as telephone operators at the 
125th Street office of the Consoli- 
dated Edison Company. The girls 
were given special training at the 
126th Street and Lenox Avenue 
office of the New York Telephone 
Company before going to work for 
the Edison Company. 

Today there are about 150 Ne- 
gro weeklies which are general pur- 
veyors of the news. These are 
scattered in cities in every section 
of the country and represent an in- 
vestment of about $4,000,000. 
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A million and a half of farm 
serfs, two and one-half million do- 
mestic servants, and an equal num- 
ber of under-paid over-worked 
skilled and semi-skilled laborers 
need a more articulate press to 
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Nearly 6,000 Negro school teach- 
ers, grossly discriminated against, 
ery aloud for justice. 
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Three million under-privileged 
Negro children of school age are 
being denied a fair chance to ac- 
quire an education. 
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One-third of the Negro race still 
lives in slums, denied the God-given 
right to fresh air, sunlight, food 
and life, because for them the ideal 
of democracy has never been ob- 
tained. 


A Chinese priest, the Rev. John 
Baptist Kao, O.F.M., was deacon at 
a solemn Mass celebrated by a col- 
ored priest, the Rev. John Bowman, 
S.V.D., at St. Ignatius’ Church, 
Philadelphia. 


Lucien V. Alexis, Jr., 18 years 
old, freshman at Harvard Univer- 
sity, has entered, this fall, Adam’s 
House, one of the university’s most 
exclusive dormitories. This is the 
first time a Negro has been domi- 
ciled there. His father was grad- 
uated from Harvard cum laude in 
1913 and is now superintendent of 
Negro schools in New Orleans. 
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ed by 142 and 153 Streets, and by 
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There are 200 Negro policemen, 
half of them stationed in Harlem. 
But 4 out of 5 policemen in Harlem 
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Another anti-Negro precedent 
was broken with the announcement 
by the Post Office that Booker T. 
Washington, educator and founder 
of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, 
would be included in a new issue 
of postage stamps honoring fa- 
mous Americans. The series is 
expected to be released late this 
year or early in 1940. 
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@ Are you doing your 
part to make the 
Donation Campaign 


a success? 


@ All depends upon you. 
A little effort and 
sacrifice now will 
bring itsown reward. 
Every aid is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Dear Friend: 


Experience shows that many people are deeply interested in helping the aspirants 
to the priesthood to reach their sublime goal. You will do a kind favor to many friends 
by giving them an opportunity. Please write the names and addresses of some friends 


who are willing to aid in such a sublime cause. We will keep it confidentially. Nobody 


will ever know that you sent the names. 


As Youth Sees The Negro 


Epitor’s NoteE:—The following two items were written by two eighth grade grammar 
school girls of St. Aloysius School, Covington, Kentucky. I cannot refrain from 
printing these two small articles, because they show that the youth of today can be 
trained and educated to think and write of the Negro in terms of Christ's teaching, 


“Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


Do You Like The Negro ? 
By Jean Amann 


“Tense NEGROES,” what a 
sure sign of an anti-Christ- 
like character. Like rain drops 
upon one’s unsheltered body, in- 
justices have been poured down up- 
on God’s children, the Negroes. 
Differences in creeds and color of 
skins make no difference what- 
ever, because they are all children 
of God and have an immortal soul. 


We should do our wee bit by 
prayers, sacrifices and other means 
to bring them to the House of God 
where He will be waiting with out- 
stretched arms to receive them. 


Speaking of our wee bit we are 
trying to show our love for them, 
by giving a kind smile whenever 
we pass them but, ah! what if they 


should take our meant-to-be kind 
smile as an insult or mockery? 
Ejaculations or tiny prayers will 
mend this love-torn patch. 


God often lets some missionary 
accidentally on purpose, travel into 
some certain place, where the peo- 
ple are waiting to be brought into 
the true-fold. 


What’s Your Attitude? 
By Martha Justice 


ne there ever been anyone 
whom you have come across 
while journeying down life’s tire- 
some road, that you have felt es- 
pecially sorry for? Have you ever 
felt a sharp pang of sorrow when 
you heard the name of some per- 
son you knew, mentioned? I have, 
and I’m referring to our poor black 
brothers and sisters. Yes, they are 
our brethren but do some of us like 
to admit it? No, I’m afraid we all 
don’t. But why? Are we ashamed? 
There’s no reason to be. Who 
made you? God, of course. Who 
made the little darkie? You'll have 
to give the same answer. We all 
have the same Father and He isn’t 
ashamed to acknowledge them as 
His children, so why shouldn’t we 
treat them as our brothers? “Ugh” 
we might say, “they’ve got such a 
dark skin.” That’s true, but what 
do you find underneath that black 
skin? An immortal soul, a soul 
which may be brighter than your 
very own. Color does not make 
any difference with God. If He 
wished, He could have made them 
with a blue or a green skin. They’d 
still have a soul underneath, 
wouldn’t they? 


MAIL US YOUR MASS INTENTIONS 


@ Every month more than 1000 Mass Intentions are needed by our priests. 
You may rest assured that your requests will receive prompt and con- 


scientious attention. 


receive a personal answer. 


The usual offerings made are as follows: 


Low and High Masses, Triduums, Novenas and 
Gregorian Masses—all are welcome and appreciated. 


Each letter will 


For a Low Mass $1.00; for 


High Mass $5.00; for Triduum $3.00; for Novena $9.00; and for 


Gregorian Masses $30.00. 
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Dear Friend: 


Experience shows that many people are deeply interested in helping the aspirants 
to the priesthood to reach their sublime goal. You will do a kind favor to many friends 
by giving them an opportunity. Please write the names and addresses of some friends 
who are willing to aid in such a sublime cause. We will keep it confidentially. Nobody 
will ever know that you sent the names. 
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EpitTor’s NoTe:—The following two items were written by two eighth grade grammar 
school girls of St. Aloysius School, Covington, Kentucky. I cannot refrain from 
printing these two small articles, because they show that the youth of today can be 


trained and educated to think and write of the Negro in terms of Christ’s teaching, 


“Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


Do You Like The Negro ? 


By Jean Amann 


“yams NEGROES,” what a 
sure sign of an anti-Christ- 
like character. Like rain drops 
upon one’s unsheltered body, in- 
justices have been poured down up- 
on God’s children, the Negroes. 
Differences in creeds and color of 
skins make no difference what- 
ever, because they are all children 
of God and have an immortal soul. 


We should do our wee bit by 
prayers, sacrifices and other means 
to bring them to the House of God 
where He will be waiting with out- 
stretched arms to receive them. 


Speaking of our wee bit we are 
trying to show our love for them, 
by giving a kind smile whenever 
we pass them but, ah! what if they 


should take our meant-to-be kind 
smile as an insult or mockery? 
Ejaculations or tiny prayers will 
mend this love-torn patch. 


God often lets some missionary 
accidentally on purpose, travel into 
some certain place, where the peo- 
ple are waiting to be brought into 
the true-fold. 


What's Your Attitude? 
By Martha Justice 


Ey there ever been anyone 


whom you have come across 
while journeying down life’s tire- 
some road, that you have felt es- 
pecially sorry for? Have you ever 
felt a sharp pang of sorrow when 
you heard the name of some per- 
son you knew, mentioned? I have, 
and I’m referring to our poor black 
brothers and sisters. Yes, they are 
our brethren but do some of us like 
to admit it? No, I’m afraid we all 
don’t. But why? Are we ashamed? 
There’s no reason to be. Who 
made you? God, of course. Who 
made the little darkie? You’ll have 
to give the same answer. We all 
have the same Father and He isn’t 
ashamed to acknowledge them as 
His children, so why shouldn’t we 
treat them as our brothers? “Ugh” 
we might say, “they’ve got such a 
dark skin.” That’s true, but what 
do you find underneath that black 
skin? An immortal soul, a soul 
which may be brighter than your 
very own. Color does not make 
any difference with God. If He 
wished, He could have made them 
with a blue or a green skin. They’d 
still have a soul underneath, 
wouldn’t they? 


MAIL US YOUR MASS INTENTIONS 


@ Every month more than 1000 Mass Intentions are needed by our priests. 
You may rest assured that your requests will receive prompt and con- 


scientious attention. 


receive a personal answer. 


The usual offerings made are as follows: 


Low and High Masses, Triduums, Novenas and 
Gregorian Masses—all are welcome and appreciated. 


Each letter will 


For a Low Mass $1.00; for 


High Mass $5.00; for Triduum $3.00; for Novena $9.00; and for 


Gregorian Masses $30.00. 


A timely 

challenge 
to the Catholic 
laity was sound- 
ed by the Rev. 
John T. Gillard, 
S.S.J., in an ar- 
ticle, “Catholic- 
ism and the 
Negro,” which 
appeared recent- 
ly in the Inter- 
racial Review, 
Among the per- 
tinent thoughts 
which may be of 
interest to our 
readers are the 
following: 

The obvious 
conclusion (be- 
cause according 
to the 1939 re- 
port of the Com- 
mission for the 
Catholic Missions Among the Col- 
ored People and the Indians, last 
year there were 4,938 Negro con- 
verts) seems to be that it is easier 
to make converts among the Ne- 
groes than among other classes. 
Like many such conclusions, how- 
ever, it is entirely wrong. While 
there are indeed many seekers af- 
ter the truth and religion among 


the Negroes, they are to be led 
into the Church only by earnest 
efforts. 


Generally speaking, Negroes are 
no easier to win to the Church than 
any other people. Certainly, in 
thoroughly Protestant sections of 
the country (and three-quarters of 
the Negro population are still in 
the South where the Church is 
weak in influence and small in 
numbers), the Negro is not im- 


mune to all the 
animosity and 
ill-feeling 
against Catho- 
licism which of- 
ten mark those 
outsidethe 
Church. He lis- 
tens to the same 
misrepresenta- 
tions, the same 
libels, and the 
same harangues 
against Catho- 
lics as do his 
white neigh- 
bors. This is 
particularly true 
in the rural sec- 
tions and small 
towns where 
there may be 
none or only 
few Catholics. 

Add to this environment the 
petty persecution and social ostra- 
cization which often follow con- 
version in a small town and some 
idea can be formed of the difficul- 
ty which even a well-intentioned 
Negro seeking God must face. It 
explains why many, especially in 
the upper strata of the Negro 
world, are deterred from embrac- 
ing the Faith, particularly profes- 
sionals who must depend upon the 
good will of their group to make 
a living. 


The chances for conversion 
among the Negroes are much bet- 
ter in the North where the Church 
is influential and Catholics more 
numerous. In most of the large 
northern cities Catholic churches 
and institutions are such as to im- 
press the Negro with a sense of 


security and solidity. There is no 
longer the fear that profession of 


Catholicism will result in profes- 
sional or social harm, for there is 
a wider field of acquaintanceship 
and a better feeling of tolerance. 

One of the most discouraging 
obstacles to the conversion of more 
Negroes in the South, is of course, 
the inconsistency of white Catho- 
lics in their treatment of Negro 
Catholics. The bi-racial set-up in 
this country, particularly in the 
South, is a constant source of scan- 
dal to the Negro whose primary 
form of truth is that given by 
Christ: “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” 

The present mission set-up is 
hardly adequate to present effec- 
tively Catholic claims to the vast 
majority of Negroes who are being 
loosened from their old moorings 
and cast into indecision. Where 
Catholic organization is function- 
ing the results in conversions are 
encouraging and argue well for 
the future, if a sufficiency of 
priests can be found to dedicate 
themselves to the task of pushing 
Catholic claims. 

As a matter of fact, reported in- 
creases in the number of Negro 
converts are sufficient to justify 
the assertion that there is a trend 
toward the Church. 

Two dangers must be safeguard- 
ed against in noting this trend. 


' Lovers of Books ! 


One is that over-emphasizing of 
statistics on Negro converts may 
create a false standard of mission- 
ary success so that a priest’s value 
will be rated on the annual number 
of converts reported. 


Another danger to be avoided is 
that of giving the notion that con- 
vert-making among the Negroes is 
simple, that the colored people are 
just waiting to be swept into the 
arms of the Church. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. 
It is true that the Negro has been 
for too long a neglected factor in 
many respects. It is equally true 
that when presented under favor- 
able circumstances the claims of 
Catholicism find a greater recep- 
tivity in souls that have been brok- 
en by sorrow and are thirsting for 
justice. . .. Convert-making on the 
colored missions means hard work; 
success will be only in proportion 
to the amount of money and effort 
expended in putting priests in a 
position to reach the masses and 
enabling them to preach. 


The situation presents an oppor- 
tunity and a challenge to Catholics: 
an opportunity which if not now 
seized may never return. ; 
“Amen I say to you, as long as 
you did it not to one of these least, 
neither did you do it to Me.” 


You who know the fascination of good books, you who love others 
to enjoy good reading, spare a moment to look over 
your shelves now. Choose a few books, 
biographies, travelogues, etc., 
which though useless to you may help 


our students while away many pleasant hours of 


fascination and inspiration between their periods of work and study. 


ANY GOOD BOOKS, SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS, BROTHERS OR 
PRIESTS, WILL BE WELCOMED WITH JOY AND GRATITUDE. 


94 Any One Race Superior? 


i N an article appearing in the 

Catholic World, Eva J. Ross, 
B. Com., B.A., Ph.D., asks and 
answers a pertinent question in 
“Is Any One Race Superior?” She 
is well fitted to do so, for after 
five years in the field of practical 
economic in London and in Paris, 
she became a lecturer in that sub- 
ject at several middle western col- 
leges, and since 1936 has been head 
of the department of Economics 
and lecturer in Sociology at the 
College of St. Elizabeth, Convent 
Station, N. J. 

“The word “race” has both a 
popular and a scientific signifi- 
cance. In the popular sense it is 
used to describe a social group 
identified with certain inherited 
characteristics, and many more ac- 
quired ones, such as the French 
and Germans, or the Poles. In the 


scientific meaning of the word, the 


general race classifications are 
Caucasian, including Europeans, 
Persians, Arabs, and the peoples 
of India; the Mongoloids, includ- 
ing the Chinese, the Japanese, and 
the Central Asiatic peoples; the 
African or Ethiopian, including 
Negroes ; American Indian peoples; 
the Malayans and the Polynesians, 
and the Australians. The distin- 
guishing criteria of such general 
racial categories are, of course, 
color of skin, the shape of the 
skull, the nasal profile, the position 
and shape of the nostrils, the shape 
of the lips, the difference in sweat 
glands which give the diverse racial 
odors, and such other features as 
the wavy or curly hair of the Cau- 
casians, the wooly hair of the Ne- 
groes, the epicanthic fold over the 
inner corner of the eyes of the 
Mongoloid races. 


“Within these general race clas- 
sifications, however, people resem- 
ble one another only in a very 
general way. 


“Although it can be shown that 
all men came originally from a 
single stock, ever since historical 
times the different races have re- 
mained more or less stable as re- 
gards body type. 

“If, therefore, all peoples are 
descended originally from the same 
stock, and in their present forms 
are the results of many intermix- 
tures of subsequent stock, with the 
more general characteristics due 
to long intermarriage, how can any 
one race arrogate to itself a superi- 
ority over other races? There is, 
indeed, little upon which the much 
vaunted superiority of any peoples 
can be based. 

“As an example of a mistaken 
race theory, take for example the 
idea that Negroes are less intelli- 
gent than white folk. Yet far from 
considering the Negro as unintelli- 
gent, whites should marvel at the 
enormous progress which has been 
made by American Negroes since 
their emancipation in 1863. In all 
history, there is no such record of 
swift, silent, peaceful, almost un- 
observed progress as. the Negro 
has made in America in the past 
seventy-five years, with the migra- 
tion of more than two million Ne- 
groes to the North during and im- 
mediately after the World War, 
despite his handicaps socially, in 
economic life, in education. ... . 

“.. . Racial theories are so fre- 
quently mere expressions of na- 
tional pride. Neither national 
pride, nor pride of race, are based 
on any solid factual foundations. 
These facts must needs be fully 
appreciated if the racial polemics 
of other countries are not to make 
political headway within our own 
nation and, too, if our own racial 
problem regarding the Negroes and 
other non-white peoples in our 
midst is ever to be squarely faced 
with a view to an eventual satis- 
factory solution.” 


" Mother Of Perpetual Help Novena 


INTENTIONS: | 


November 1-9: For our deceased bishops, 


priests and religious. 


ese 1-9: For those unable to pay 


Dear Friend: 


“And unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him much shall be required; and to 
whom they have committed much, of 
him they will demand the more.” (Luke 
XII:48). Consider what these words 
mean when we call to mind the sublime 
office of the bishop, the exalted dignity 
of the priest, and the noble vocation of 
the religious. On the one hand they are 
associated with God in a special man- 
ner. God gives them sufficient grace to 
fulfill the duties of their sacred calling. 
On the other hand they still remain men; 
therefore, they are subject to the same 
faults and failings of human nature as 
anyone else. Our Lord nevertheless has 
said: “And unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him much shall be required.” 
In the light of these grave words, do 
you think it is not necessary to pray for 
the souls of our departed bishops, priests, 
and religious ? 


Send us your intentions a few days before the novena begins. 


their debts. 


It is winter. That means more ex- 
penses. That means worry where and 
how to get the money to meet the ex- 
penses. That means worry: where and 
ises. Cold cash is the only security. In 
these trying times, can we help these 
poor people? Surely. Think what a 
whole month of daily prayer for them 
to our Mother of Perpetual Help means. 
Remember too, this beautiful title of 
Mother of Perpetual Help is not given 
to Mary, because it sounds well. It is 
given because it has never been known 
that anyone asked her aid, and was re- 
fused. Our good Mother knows very well 
how to help the needy—provided she is 
asked with faith and confidence. She 
has helped and still helps many. She 
will help many more. Let us then ask 
her to help those poor people who are 
unable to pay their debts. 


Your intentiors 


will be included in hundreds of prayers, if you join us in this monthly novena. 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE NOVEMBER NOVENA! 


Dear Father: 


Please request the priests, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


Enclosed is my 
offering. 


City and State... 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE DECEMBER 


Dear Father: 


I ae ca Oe 
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NOVENA! 


Please request the priests, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


Enclosed is my 


offering. Address 


City and State 
% 
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“Woe is me, that my 
sojourning is prolonged” 


| his plaint of loved ones who are 
gone---can we endure it P 


ea during the month of 
November, let us not forget our 
departed near and dear ones, the 


poor souls in purgatory. 


QO, course, we can help them with 
our prayers, but a more efficacious 
way is to have Holy Masses read 


for the repose of there souls. 


Send Your Mass Stipends to 


SAINT AUGUSTINE SEMINARY 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 


